
BRECKLAND COUNCIL

OFFICER DELEGATED DECISION RECORD

This records a key or other decision taken by an Officer in accordance with the Council’s 
scheme of Delegations.

If the decision is an Executive Decision it will be subject to the five day call-in period unless 
the Leader and the Chairman of the Overview and Scrutiny Commission certify that the 
matter is so urgent that the normal five-day scrutiny delay on action should not apply. Then 
this decision will come into force and may then be implemented on the expiry of five 
working days after the publication of the decision, unless called in under the call-in 
procedures as set out in Section D of Part 3 of the Council’s Constitution.

Portfolio/Cabinet Chief Executive

Report Title (& Reference No.) Licensing Hearing Panel Delegations: Reference: OD04/20

Summary Background Licensing Hearing Panel Delegations

Author/Contact Officer  Mark Stinson (Executive Manager Governance)

Ward(s) Affected N/A

Urgent? No

Key Decision? No 

In Key Decision Plan? No

Date Decision Taken Wednesday, 13 May 2020

Date Published Wednesday, 13 May 2020

Subject to Call-in? N/A

Call-In Expiry N/A

Exempt Information? No

Decision (Action Agreed) That the Chief Executive, in accordance with the delegation 
at Part 3 Section F2 paragraph 6 of the Constitution, and 
as an immediate action in relation to a major incident under 
the Peacetime Emergency Plan, approves the following 
delegation, such decision to take effect immediately:- 
the Public Protection Manager, the Licensing and Business 
Support Manager and the Licensing Team Leader be given 
delegated authority, under the provisions of the Local 
Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 to deal 



with all and any matters relating to the licensing of hackney 
carriages and private hire vehicles which would normally be 
submitted to the Licensing Hearing Panel for determination 
subject to:

 no officer with any interest in any matter taking 
any part in the determination of that matter; 

 consultation with the Chairman of the Licensing 
Committee prior to refusal, suspension or 
revocation of any type of licence; or

 if the Chairman is not available then consult with 
the Vice Chairman of the Licensing Committee

 If neither the Chairman or Vice chairman are 
available consultation with a member of the pool 
of members who serve on the Licensing 
Committee; or

 no consultation if, and only if, the Chairman/Vice 
Chairman of the Panel, and all of the members 
of the pool of members who serve on the Panel, 
are not available.

Reasons(s) The proposed delegation will allow member input into the 
refusal/suspension/revocation of applications unless and 
until member input is not available.

It is usual for all other matters to be dealt with by officers 
under delegation.

 
The Licensing Hearing Panel does not sit as a quasi-
judicial body determining taxi and private hire licensing 
applications.  Any appeals are submitted to the Magistrates 
Court.  There are therefore no legal reasons preventing 
officers from dealing with all issues relating to the licensing 
of vehicle, drivers and operators licences under the 
provisions of the Local Government (Miscellaneous 
Provisions) Act 1976.
It is considered appropriate to keep virtual meetings to a 
minimum during the crisis. The situation can then be 
reviewed when it becomes possible to hold real time 
meetings.

Options
 Do nothing and continue to hold Licensing Panel 

Hearings whether virtually or face to face

The Licensing Hearing Panel consists of 3 members with 1 
substitute.  All members must be present for the Panel to 
be lawfully held.  There is a pool of 15 members who may 
sit on the Panel.

Whilst it is now possible to hold virtual meetings, it is still 
possible that the number of members able to attend the 
Panel could diminish in the coming weeks which could 
prevent applications being determined.  The applicant may 



not have the ability to attend a virtual hearing. 
In addition virtual meetings are susceptible to IT problems 
and should be kept to a minimum if possible.

Further Information See attached documents


